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The American Legion has | ong servedeaviagmree of

organi zations, advancing benefits, citizenshir
its congressional charter in 1919.

Nationally, the organizationds reach spans mor
me mber s, reflecting a durabl e model of advocac
outcomes for veterans, servicemembers, and far
I n Texas, that mission has transl ated i nto sus
for more than a century, reinforcing the state
Legionds national 1 mpact.

Within that context, South Houston American Le
and momentum: founded by World War |1l wveterans

remained focused on veteran sup@malt,c cmotmmuui t

Even after the |l oss of its facility in a 2021
expanded its reach, demonstrating unusual resi
that could have stalled many organizations.

Duri ng2 22062,5 Post 490 reported membership of 1,
in Texas and underscoring the scale of its cur

This yearbook documents how Post 490 transl at e
devel opment, membership growth, community engeé
toward rebutidrdmnigoma.s | ong



11 Yo 1o 1T T 2

JLIE= Lo (S0 O o T 1 (= ] £ PRPSEET 3
Preamble of the CONSHTULION .........uiiiiiiiiiii s e e e e e e e e e e e ctetee it e e e eeeaeaeaeeeeaaaaas frreareeeeaeaaaaaaeeeseanaans 5
Chapter 1 TROSIEN Of POSE OffiCEIS . .uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiie s e e e e e e e e e e e s s e s s aaas ereereeeaaaaaaaaeas 6
Chapter 2 TROStEr Of CRAIMPEISONS ........iiiiiiiiiiiiieieieeees ceeiie e e e e eeeaaeees srrrsasttrrrraeerrrtaeaaaeaaaaes sarsnrsrssseneeees 10
Chapter 3 TONE-YEAI POSE HISIOMY ....cccoiiiiiiiieiiiiiiiii oo et et e e e e fee e e e e s s e e e e s s s brr e e e e e frnreeesaannnneeas 11
May 14, 2025:South Houston American Legion Post 490 Installation of Officers Ceremony....................c...... 11
June 20, 2025:Local Student Graduates from Texas BOYS Stale............cccvevieiiiiiis coriiiiieeee e ceeaes 12
July 14, 2025 South Houston Legionnaire Honored as Recruiter of the Year.......ccccveveeviiiiieiies viviiiivinneeeeeen, 13
July 14, 2025:Post 490 Yearbook Awarded Third Place at Department Convention................cccccccvinr veveeennn. 15
August 15, 2025:South Houston American Legion Post 490 Facebook Page..........cccccoocvvvvieins cvveieniiiiieenn, 16
August 19, 2025:South Houston Post 490 Announces Membership in the South Bellington Chamber of
(00011010 0[] (ol o TP PP PP PTRPRP 17
August 20,2025:c YUY RUNWEWNI 2 RAVaWNSG JWAI 3t JUq¢ qRY U WY NG UMBa | R
September 1, 2025: South Houston American Legion Post 490 Labor Day Party..........cccceveeeiiiiins vovviiieneenn. 19
September 18, 2025: United in Flavor and Fellowship: American Legion Post 490 at the Night of Cuisine..... 23
September 20, 2025: South Houston American Legion Post 49farticipates in Texian Navy Day Event......... 25
October 14, 2025: Community Kindness: South Houston American Legion Post 490 and Partners Uplift Local
= L0 1 1= PSP 28
October 15,2025: Haqt WYnW9YaGGet +t RYUaWNGgUW G RACUWXx JNRYUWAYt @
Y= Vo PSRRI 29
October 16, 2025: Spreading Holiday Cheer: American Legiofi90 SUppOrts SENIOrS........cceveeeeeeeeiiiiieiins veveen. 30

October 18-19, 2025:Community, Patriotism, and Aviation Take Flight at American Legion Post 490 Airshow
VIBWING EVENL. ...ttt ettt e ookt —ee et bbb e et e e e e e e e e e e e abe feeeaasbbeeeeeeaanbereeeeeaans feeessannnreeens 31

October 23, 2025: Board of Trustees selected EGA as the General Contractor for the Building Constructian 34
November 7-8, 2025: The 15th Annual Salute for Service & First Responders (STS&FR) 2025 Celebration.. 35

November 8, 2025: The first Veterans Day Party at Parker Williams Branch Libraty...........ccccccvvieins vveeenns 36
November 17, 2025: American Legion Post 490 and Auxiliary Unit 490 Volunteer at VA Event..................... 37
December 13,2025a W? s W | OYaT k+ W OUe.c.d.9.6.0. Ri..qb.c.4 WNY.L.L?....R233
December 13, 2025: District 22 American Legion Auxiliary Wreath ACroSS AMEriCa..........cueveeeiiiiiieeaes veveennes 39
December 14, 2025: Holiday Workshop and Christmas Party........ccccuuuuiiiiiiies o e e aeieees 40
December 15, 2025: Holiday GIVING CamMPaIGN.......c.uuuiiiiiiiiiiiieeee ceieeeeaaiiieeeessaiisreaeeaa eeeeesanssneeeesaasnneeeees 42
December 20, 2025: Radical Firearms LLCr Donation for @ FUNAraiSer............uuviviiiiiiiiiieens e 44

O



January 6, 2026:South Houston American Legion Post 490 FOUNDATION Established.............cccccvvveeees ... 45

January 11, 2026:District Oratorical CoNteSt JUAQE. .........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiiiieiees ceicee e e e e e e e e cenrrrrrararereeaaaas 46
January 14, 2026:The Miller Lite Bunch Cooking TeamCertificate of Appreciation to Post 490Q...................... 47
February 11, 2026:Post 490 Donation to SemPre Fi#3 ... e rreee e e 48
February 14,2026: 2 # R R¢ | ! WOURqUWMN®Mb 1t WAYAINghtl® RdémeribarR. .10 £.1...1U2 490 H1J |
February 21, 2026 ODINS Sons Veterans Club Benefil..............oooiiiiiiiiiiin s crveee e 52
March 16, 2026:New AFEnhanced POSt 490 WEDPAGE. .........uuuiiiiiiiiiiiieiis et ereeeeeasnnreeaens 53
April 16, 2026: American Legion Post 490 Participated in South Belt Ellington Chamber of Commerce Top Ten
[0 Tod 0= T o PR TTPPPRR 54
April 26, 2026: Post 490 Visibility at Blessing 0f the FIEEL.........ooiiii it et e, 55
May 23, 2026:United in Service, Anchored in Patriotism: Post 490 Family CruiSe...........ccccoviiiviveeins cvveeennnns 56
POSE EVEITASTING. ...ttt ettt e e e e —eee e e s as e e e e e e e e e e e e aas eeeeeeanE e e e e e e e r e e e e e reeeeeaannees 57
18T 1RO .58
Appendix B- Chronology of significant dates of the American Legion HiStory.......ccccccccceeeiiiiiiiiict ivvvveeeeennn. 60



Al JCOHTUDWY nWagé W9 YUt qF

‘. j o 4

f 7 .‘-\A""” i

& . \7)\}5‘ ' f-‘\
L'\'/ AN \.
.),‘ J\
A

Preamble o the Constitution N&

\e assasiitle surseliee fogcﬂ)er for ﬂ)‘2
following purpoeses

e 009

To uphofd and defend the Constitution of the

United States of America; to maintain faw

T T T

and order; to foster and perpetuate a one

hundred percent Americanism; to preserve

the memories and incidents of our associa-

tions in all wars; to inculcate a sense of

individual obfigation to the community, state
and nation; to combat the autocracy of both
the classes and the masses; to make right
the master of might; to promote peace and

e <A = v
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good will on earth; to safeguard and transmit

to posterity the principles of justice, freedom

and democracy; to consecrate and sanctify

N

our comradeship by our devotion to mutual
hefpfulness.
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Chair pRaasroch ofi EarulstMelsear en

Trust ees
Phillip T. Contella

Rene Sanchez
ChairpersoneBaseMawédn nfeleor nhi I |

FinwWaeocdelCombéehhewgp

Chairperson

Me mbsr
El Roj as
Terry
Owen
Rene

Contell a
Thornhi | |
Sanchez

2023-2024 Riders Officers

Position Name
“Acting” Chairman Phillip T. Contella
Vice Chairman Phillip T. Contella
Secretary Vie Denney
Treasurer Wendell F. Denney
Chaplain Susie Tristan
Sergeant at Arms VACANT
Historian Sheri Contella
Road Captain Earl McLearen
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District 22nd Vice,Ceommanagr adi mnB¢auiliag Officer
el ected members, asking them to formally pledge t
and support The American Legion's goals and princ
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=AMERICAN

LEGION
TEXAS

BOYS STATE »
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AUSTI NfjTRexAmerican Legion, Department of Texas,
above have successfully graduategrbgommt hAmAmerciac
490 was privileged to sponsor these young men.

Begun in 1935, Boys State is a unique program t he
patriotism in a Alearn by doingodo environment. Eac
was pacéded by teachamd,| coahsAheri can Legion -post
week seminar.

During the week, the del egates were evenly split
party drafted party platforms, elected party offi
gener al el eec triiovnalagpaairntsyt atnhd i ts candi dates. The
state, district, county, and city offices. Those
drafting, debating, amwmd passiahgabidl esooaommacwi da Uk

This year the del egates heard from dozens of di st

Commi ssioner Christi Craddick, retired U.S. Navy
Tony Cucol o, and seversel ohe Rleg@mresefnttalt @ vieesx asn dHolu
of | eadership and public service.

On Wednesday, Junenj]l, eTde xaa sp aBoaydse Straotne t he Uni ver
Texas State Capitol, where they toured the buil di
For more information on Ameriisaan wiwevg iTex a8y s SB @

Z
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Il n a heartfelt display of dedicafi Goutd dHomsaoint Y
been na2ne2d5 tAneeri can Legi 6orRébeuDeprThimenhroadyede
recognition was presented at the Department of Te
This was his nineth consecutive recruiter of the

Witucki 6s efforts have set a remarkabl e benchmarKk
to the organization. His outstanding work was for
and the Natiowmwmade Commiiiegmhtimg i mpact of his servi
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Legi omahaoi rbersi ng in 50 or more memb&béedi Br aag yneaarrk ac
extraordinary achievement. Wi tonckiensacsuddlvieeyt & dnet
titMasoér Reacrduisttarncti on he wears proudly on his

L 2"-{‘3»:. ?“!‘B.:.
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2022 *
% MASTER RECRUITER
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Il n 2018, David achieved a remarkable milestone by
award, following his unprecedantedt recaui senena wé
excellence. He replicated this extraordinary accc

after enlisting ovesrol2i0di fnyeiwn gnehmbse riseggdauy tahsera tr

x Je¢T RUNWs Rag6 Wf Uqdnl Ra! We UT WA¢tt RYU

Witucki 6s approach is rooted in confidence, knowl
gui de potential members, addressing questions anc
professionalism ana mpeaver oftdislms tAd otvlearmak | yvether ans
values of AVeterans Strengthening America. oo

Eql JURDg6 WRUW 2aHI + W7IIU0W3Zqt WqddW9YaddeURQq!
Witucki b6s tireless recruiting has tangible result
Every new member strengthens the Legionds ability
promote educatioonalhidplpemt.uni ties f

South Houston takes gseatcompldeshmebdDts) dwhkVi tbhcker
positive i mpact one personf6s service can have on
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facebOOk Email or phone Password

American Legion S. Houston Post 490

69 followers - 8 following

We are thrilled to announce the | aunch Fdaceabicecokof f
paga@ dynamic online honvee twhrearnes ,L eagni do nsnuapi proerst er s ¢
Here, youdol!l find the | atest news, wuplifting stor
camaraderie, and community spiritfuldin us and be
We owe special thanwboste &®edheaatdi blnghedgawiesiton |hbr
Richarddés creativity, hard work, and commitment t
way for a vibrant, welcoming digital community. F

i nspirati on eamd afnel Ilyoows, hiRg cthard, for making this

To continue Richardods | eagnadc yE aofl hebkeckeelbleeemc ee,n t G ausset y
FaceMaolkgers. They will ensure that our online c«
space for all
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Sout REIBleilntgt on Ch a nibierre cotf o rC obhimssat cHeorl ibrboork cut ting
newest member

South Houston Amereixdad@&@mdlsegiten gP @%Hil tl4i%® ttoon tChhea ndhoeel
Commefracre wel coming the post as its newest member.

The coll aborationEbkt wgeaont @b a 8bnd htohBee Conmenreirccaen L
an excellent opportunity to make meaningful contr
the Chamber of Commerce will not only further the
ist brand reputation among both residents and vete
in our weekly publ itchadu soanmsd Llaedichrmmdieradsr mi bpesser
stories of commitment and resilience.

The Four Pillars odovfettehanSAmdrfifaamsL&giRemabil itatic
and Chil ddelhogelypuahi gn-BEwiltibhn gtthoen SCohuatnilseBdekdalfi c@d mrmo
advancing business and community advocacy.

Toget her, we are poised to turn challenges iIinto o
the broader commié&hil t wgt Dme CH @ uittste reBneglfatg@aneame r ave | |
positive Iimpact and demonstrate our shared commi't

Post 490 expresses sincere appreciation for the c

NT
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The American Legion, as a recoghized Veterans Service
to facilitate access to benefits for veterans ansd th

eligibility, Post 490 was able to provide a
APrivate John Anthony Martinez 11l enlisted in the Uni
and Advance | ndividual Training at Fort Benning, GA,

(MOS) of 1Dbu(tQawveadol ry S

L
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A ceremony took place at the 136th Expeditionary Sign
which officers from South Houston American Legion Pos
Legionnai rceonduicut eRdo jtahse presentation and delivered t hi
of ficial representing the Department of Veterans Aff a
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Post 4906s Labor Day Party functioned as -both a c

strengthening event, bringing together families,
gathering. Hosted by €heeent Pobmbnhné&di badpwbaldit}y
engagement in a way that reinforced fellowship wt
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Membership
' :
& Drive &

SOUTH HOUSTON POST 490 E
SOUTH HOUSTON, Tx
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This was noots ymmdrd athaysMvesda vi brant gathering wher
|l aughed together, and the spirit of community shc
dedi cation ,0fAuWwxiglBioamamyaf r Amer i can, Lmagk iomg tamids tper
way to mark Labor Day.
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Labor Day was mar ked
featured activiti
member s and

by a meaningful <celebration

es suitable for children, effect
t hosme mther gheinpasvetdhrtchiegh 2026 .
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We would |ike to extend our sincere apprecia
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We also wish to extend our, hehoséeébxtgaatditonadeytg
celebration possible. Their warm hospitality and
excellent food but an atmosphere of genuine wel cc

9611+ IOA2 HIOGE qRYIORUK[ | RIJUT + 5 YYT tON+#

Overall, the event demonstrated Post 4906s abil it
value through visibility, wvolunteer coordinati on,
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The SouEhlI Begton Chamber of Commercebdés annual Ni ¢
visibility oppoafénctygivncaskbtghng at the Lone St
positioned the Post al ongsumndiet y olcead d eruss,i nsewspppecr tair

rel at ibounislhdiipng, and broaderseeciogei mi ®®i oh. its ve
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Twenetiyght di stinguished restaurants showcased the

array of flavors and experiences. The event buzze
exceptional foods and beveafagfeel,| ceamshisp.arao ri nprtil
joy throughout the gathering, while evéepryoommanka tf
the event will fund scholarships for graduating s
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For Ameri can Ldeignicolnu dPionsgt |4e980i,d eSnAsla m @ s AU »ii Isi a&rvye n
was more than just outreach; it was an opportuni
we play in wuplifting our community. Through meani

businesses, Post 4&4%0Ww,carhrdoret,i mmnmed texxtgend it ¢

-
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We are deeply grat-&€fuingoonh€h&mb&ind Bl ICotmmeirrc es p

their steadfast support. Let this event remind us
t hidmgmsd as we | ook ahead, may Post 490 be motivat
engage, and | eadedi tht uowavering d
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The Texas Navy Associationbs event at Pier 21 in
in a historic civic commemoration while increasi:t

The event conwmlkelcitedermegaddmagrt,, pand organizational
the Postbés broader community strategy.
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Admiral Scott, President of the TexashNawvghA&fkbuoi
the Children of Faadnd nP dodotd dd & sr Rred | &@dr ddausndour co
Rojas, the invitation reached, SenuddurHaoguisn g nt PAanerr i

this historic commemoration.
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The program was a stirr-iagioglebramoon: atth sbéehRnr

an exhilarating boat parade, a power ful military
inspired al/l ih afteadanaderTleefgspilAwmicdmd mmaergs r Asn
the Ameri can, Laemgd otnheiRri dfeamsi | i es came together, e
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sailed proudly across Galveston Bay. Our Post 49C¢C
American Legiamd 2Rangt D4 $Q@ rofiacdtgrsu e otre satld metnot stece ou
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We extend our deepest gratitude to the ShipdorCap
their outstanding hospitality. Their generous proa
wel come and valued.

NIl |1 toe BB ITed ¢doc UT OAIUIIOEEe UHG DA

The event 6s value extended beyond attendanfcaeci ng
presence, and demonstrated how ceremonial partici
engagement
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Pamel a GeMaz ce,r sa and Fansipleyc iRaelaidsitn e(sSSF RC)n taetr EI| | i n

exemplified the true spirit ot#neseedrevdi csec hboyo | ¢ csourpdpil r
Wi tyclkiirst Vice Commander of South Houston Amer i c

This act was far more otthamwatshea mprooeirdiudon syfmbroéd s @t

a steadfast commitment to supporting and upliftir
American Legion notalemwml weafvfeera dwatbmeachmfbuntut ual
members, their families, and the entire communit.
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Soldier & Family Assistance

Center
Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base

Sarah's House

New Beginnings
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during their annual school supply drive, amplifyi
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toward resilience.
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The South Houston American Legion Post stands as
another, especially in timedaofdibBabdeidi Vi etdnam &
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The Post connected him with the Department Servic
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gesture brought comfort and hope during a challer
hi s fell owpkeoyi @dremdaires

Stories |Iike these highlight the incrdérdatbl enli ynpfaa
veterans in need, but for the entire community. E
compassion, and theeveasaluomeaecelthmpobunknoweai get €
way to give back and make a real difference, tell
someoneb6s | ife and strengthen our communityoés spi
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Il n a heartwarming gesture of generosteppedhepSoot
holi day season brighter by donating fawardsersjooy hfad
Christmas dinners together at Lubyos. Their Kkindr
showcasing the power of community and compassi on
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The American Legion Post 490 Airshow Viewing even
to be an unforgettable celebration of community s
military aircrafnewthei ghtesntt samkedtod the dedicat
Famdiliycluding,t I8 LRAiukamnd al gogvihoon ntaiarnessf or med t he Ve
viewing spot filled with delicious food and fante

Guests were enthralled by a packed schedul e, higt
aircraft and theTORAI | aORAI nBed@ORAt ment. The ener
creating an atmosphere that brought everyone t oge
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On Sunday, the Post 490 Family extended a speci al
Medi cal ©émtei ng them an experience filled with
at mosphere. Smil es, | aughter, and heartfelt momer

vyear s to Cc ome.
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This annual tradition could not shine without 't he
recognitCasegoansdt Aimbert Ceiynetireless | eadership

To Mihlel er Li t ef oBru ndcohn aTteiammg t heir ti me and effort
compl i mentary br Dak fRoapt fopi viol sinhieghsand t oes t
selection.
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Above all, threesgmmiotl meriteedf ¢ miundi nqsps refd t he pc

a greater cause.
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As the weekend ended, the sense of camaraderie ar
forward to next year 6s airshow. W th memories mad
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founder Becky Campbell, welcomed the entire Amer.

provided by El ks Lodfgkre #RBi2@ay neKemiailmg de&abt. set

recognition and fellowship for veterans and their

Afterwards, veterans and their families vAdrve nttruge

on November 8th, once agai.n courtesy of the EI ks
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On November 9th, the celebration featuwur eéocdeaautdelu
of fering a relaxing and reflective at mos
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The American Legion Auxiliarynit 490, Post 490 and fellow veterans were invited to this event, which
featured an exceptionally warm, welcoming, and inspiring environment. Attendees thoroughly enjoyed
themselves and appreciated the thoughtfully planned agenda, especially the &tioealugames that brought
everyone together and fostered an intense sense of camaraderie.
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Post 490 expresses profound thanks to &hgyg shbar Pee¢ d
staff for their outstanding commitment to honorir
that each detail was caref ulTlhye ovomrski dereegyd deon d reuX e
toget her, Post 490 believes we can continue to ir
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