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fŰƣƖŸĬƨĦƣŔŸŰ 
The American Legion has long served as one of the nationôs most influential veteran-service 

organizations, advancing benefits, citizenship, youth development, and community support since 

its congressional charter in 1919. 

Nationally, the organizationôs reach spans more than 12,000 posts and roughly 1.6 million 

members, reflecting a durable model of advocacy and local service that continues to shape 

outcomes for veterans, servicemembers, and families. 

In Texas, that mission has translated into sustained growth, charitable work, and civic leadership 

for more than a century, reinforcing the stateôs role as a major contributor to The American 

Legionôs national impact. 

Within that context, South Houston American Legion Post No. 490 stands out for both legacy 

and momentum: founded by World War II veterans in 1943 and chartered in 1945, the Post has 

remained focused on veteran support, community partnership, and organizational continuity. 

Even after the loss of its facility in a 2021 accidental fire, Post 490 sustained its operations and 

expanded its reach, demonstrating unusual resilience and disciplined leadership during a period 

that could have stalled many organizations. 

During 2025ï2026, Post 490 reported membership of 1,020, placing it among the strongest posts 

in Texas and underscoring the scale of its current influence. 

This yearbook documents how Post 490 translated that strength into action through leadership 

development, membership growth, community engagement, partnerships, and forward progress 

toward rebuilding its long-term home. 
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9őċƓƣĲƖШΝШтШÅŸƚƣĲƖШŸŉШÂŸƚƣШ§ǭŔĦĲƖƚ 
Commander ï Rene Sanchez 

 

~ƖЮШÉċŰĦőĲǍѣƚШĬŔƻĲƖƚĲШĲǂƓĲƖŔĲŰĦĲƚШтШƚĲƖƻŔŰŊШċƚШċШÖŰŔƣĲĬШÉƣċƣĲƚШ ƖůǃШfŰŉċŰƣƖǃШÂũċƣŸŸŰШxĲċĬĲƖЯШ~ċƣőĲůċƣŔĦƚШ
ƣĲċĦőĲƖЯШċŰĬШÖÉШ]ŸƻĲƖŰůĲŰƣШ ĦĦŸƨŰƣċŰƣШтШƓƖŸƻŔĬĲШőŔůШƽŔƣőШċШĦŸůƓƖĲőĲŰƚŔƻĲШƓĲƖƚƓĲĦƣŔƻĲШŸŰШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓЮ 

~ƖЮШÉċŰĦőĲǍШƽċƚШĬƖċŉƣĲĬШŔŰШΝΦΤΞШċŰĬШƚĲƖƻĲĬШƨŰƣŔũШΝΦΥΠЯШĦŸůƓũĲƣŔŰŊШƣƽŸШƣŸƨƖƚШŔŰШEƨƖŸƓĲШĬƨƖŔŰŊШƣőĲШ9ŸũĬШ
ìċƖШĲƖċЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШŔŰШƣőĲШŸĦĦƨƓŔĲĬШĦŔƣǃШŸŉШ7ĲƖũŔŰЮШcĲШċĦőŔĲƻĲĬШƣőĲШƖċŰťШŸŉШÉƣċǭШÉĲƖŊĲċŰƣЯШŸĦĦƨƓǃŔŰŊШ
ũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓШƖŸũĲƚШƽŔƣőŔŰШƣőĲШŔŰŉċŰƣƖǃШŉŸƖШƣőĲШũċƚƣШƚĲƻĲŰШǃĲċƖƚШŸŉШőŔƚШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲЮШcŔƚШċůĤŔƣŔŸŰШƣŸШĲǂĦĲũШċƚШċШũĲċĬĲƖШ
ũĲĬШőŔůШƣŸШĦŸůƓĲƣĲШŉŸƖШċŰĬШŊƖċĬƨċƣĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШĬŔƚƣŔŰŊƨŔƚőĲĬШÖŰŔƣĲĬШÉƣċƣĲƚШ ƖůǃШfŰŉċŰƣƖǃШ ŸŰр
9ŸůůŔƚƚŔŸŰĲĬШ§ǭŔĦĲƖШ ĦċĬĲůǃШċƣШ[ŸƖƣШ7ĲŰŰŔŰŊЯШ]ĲŸƖŊŔċЮШ?ƨƖŔŰŊШőŔƚШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲЯШőĲШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШŰƨůĲƖŸƨƚШ
ċƽċƖĬƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШ ƖůǃШ§ĦĦƨƓċƣŔŸŰШ~ĲĬċũЯШƣƽŸШ ƖůǃШ9ŸůůĲŰĬċƣŔŸŰШ~ĲĬċũƚЯШċŰĬШƣőĲШ ƖůǃШ
~ĲƖŔƣŸƖŔŸƨƚШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲШ~ĲĬċũЮ 

[ŸũũŸƽŔŰŊШőŔƚШůŔũŔƣċƖǃШĦċƖĲĲƖЯШ~ƖЮШÉċŰĦőĲǍШĲċƖŰĲĬШċШĤċĦőĲũŸƖѣƚШĬĲŊƖĲĲШŔŰШůċƣőĲůċƣŔĦƚШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШÖŰŔƻĲƖƚŔƣǃШ
ŸŉШÑĲǂċƚШċƣШÂċŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰЮШcĲШƣċƨŊőƣШ~ċƣőĲůċƣŔĦƚШŉŸƖШƣƽŸШǃĲċƖƚШċƣШuĲŰŰĲƣőШìőŔƣĲШsƨŰŔŸƖШcŔŊőШŔŰШ~ŔƚƚŔŸŰЯШ
ÑĲǂċƚЯШċŰĬШƚƨĤƚĲƕƨĲŰƣũǃШċƣШċШőŔŊőШƚĦőŸŸũШŔŰШ[ŸƖƣШxƨƓƣŸŰЯШ9ŸũŸƖċĬŸЮШÑƖċŰƚŔƣŔŸŰŔŰŊШĦċƖĲĲƖƚЯШőĲШƓƨƖƚƨĲĬШċŰĬШ
ŊƖċĬƨċƣĲĬШƽŔƣőШċШĤċĦőĲũŸƖѣƚШĬĲŊƖĲĲШŔŰШċĦĦŸƨŰƣŔŰŊЯШċĦőŔĲƻŔŰŊШ~ċŊŰċШĦƨůШxċƨĬĲШőŸŰŸƖƚЮ 

§ƻĲƖШċШƣƽĲŰƣǃрƣƽŸрǃĲċƖШĦŔƻŔũШƚĲƖƻŔĦĲШĦċƖĲĲƖЯШ~ƖЮШÉċŰĦőĲǍШƽŸƖťĲĬШċƚШċŰШ ĦĦŸƨŰƣċŰƣШŉŸƖШƣƽŸШŉĲĬĲƖċũШ
ċŊĲŰĦŔĲƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШ?ĲƓċƖƣůĲŰƣШŸŉШfŰƣĲƖŔŸƖќƚШы?§fьШ§ǭŔĦĲШŸŉШÉƨƖŉċĦĲШ~ŔŰŔŰŊШы§É~ьШŔŰШ?ĲŰƻĲƖЯШ9ŸũŸƖċĬŸЯШ
?§fШcĲċĬƕƨċƖƣĲƖƚШŔŰШìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ?Ю9ЮЯШċŰĬШċƣШ  É ќƚШsŸőŰƚŸŰШÉƓċĦĲШ9ĲŰƣĲƖЮШ ƣШ?§fЯШőĲШċĬƻċŰĦĲĬШŉƖŸůШ
ĲŰƣƖǃрũĲƻĲũШċĦĦŸƨŰƣċŰƣШы]ÉрΠьШƣŸШEǂĲĦƨƣŔƻĲШ ƚƚŔƚƣċŰƣШы]ÉрΝΠьШŉŸƖШ§É~ќƚШ9őŔĲŉШ[ŔŰċŰĦŔċũШ§ǭŔĦĲƖШŔŰШ
ìċƚőŔŰŊƣŸŰШ?Ю9ЮЯШŊċŔŰŔŰŊШĲǂƓĲƖƣŔƚĲШŔŰШ[ŔŰċŰĦŔċũШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШ ƓƓƖŸƓƖŔċƣŔŸŰШxċƽуƚƓĲĦŔǯĦШũĲŊċũШ
ŸƓŔŰŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШĬĲĦŔƚŔŸŰƚШƖĲŊċƖĬŔŰŊШŉĲĬĲƖċũШŉƨŰĬŔŰŊШƨƚċŊĲШċŰĬШƓŸƣĲŰƣŔċũШƻŔŸũċƣŔŸŰƚЮ 

ƣШ  É ЯШőĲШőĲũĬШƣőĲШƓŸƚŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ?ĲƓƨƣǃШ9őŔĲŉШŉŸƖШÑƖċƻĲũШċŰĬШÂċǃƖŸũũШ ĦĦŸƨŰƣŔŰŊЯШƽőĲƖĲШőŔƚШƣĲċůШĲŰƚƨƖĲĬШ
ĦŸůƓũŔċŰĦĲШƽŔƣőШ[ĲĬĲƖċũШÑƖċƻĲũШÅĲŊƨũċƣŔŸŰƚШċŰĬШÖЮÉЮШ§ǭŔĦĲШŸŉШÂĲƖƚŸŰŰĲũШ~ċŰċŊĲůĲŰƣШÂŸũŔĦŔĲƚЮШcĲШĲċƖŰĲĬШ
ƚĲƻĲƖċũШċƽċƖĬƚЯШŔŰĦũƨĬŔŰŊШƣőĲШ  É ШÉŔũƻĲƖШ ĦőŔĲƻĲůĲŰƣШ~ĲĬċũШċŰĬШƣőĲШƓƖĲƚƣŔŊŔŸƨƚШ  É ШEǂĦĲƓƣŔŸŰċũШ
ÉĲƖƻŔĦĲШ~ĲĬċũЮ 

fŰШ ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΞΜΞΟЯШőĲШƽċƚШĲũĲĦƣĲĬШ9ŸůůċŰĬĲƖШŸŉШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜЮШÖŰĬĲƖШőŔƚШũĲċĬĲƖƚőŔƓЯШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШċĦőŔĲƻĲĬШƣőĲШ
ũċƖŊĲƚƣШůĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШŔŰШÑĲǂċƚШċŰĬШƖĲĦĲŔƻĲĬШÅĲĦŸŊŰŔƣŔŸŰШŸŉШÂŸƚƣШEǂĦĲũũĲŰĦĲШŉƖŸůШƣőĲШ ċƣŔŸŰċũШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШ
xĲŊŔŸŰШ9ŸůůċŰĬĲƖЮШcĲШƽċƚШƚƨĤƚĲƕƨĲŰƣũǃШƖĲрĲũĲĦƣĲĬШċƚШ9ŸůůċŰĬĲƖШŔŰШsƨŰĲШΞΜΞΠШċŰĬШΞΜΞΡЮ 
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1st Vice ï David Witucki (Past Post Commander) 

 

2nd Vice ï Manuel Escobedo 

 

Adjutant ï Jesse Martinez 

 

 



Υ 
 

Finance Officer ï Wendell F. Denney 

 

 

Chaplain ï Mike Phillips 

Ш  

Judge Advocate ï Phillip T. Contella (22nd District Commander) 

 

Historian ï Rene Sanchez 



Φ 
 

Sergeant at Arms ï Nickolas Hughes 

 

 

Assistant Sergeant at Arms ï Casey Coyne 

 

 

Executive Committee Man # 2 ï Earl McLearen 

 

Service Officer ï Nicholas Hughes 
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9őċƓƣĲƖШΞШтШÅŸƚƣĲƖШŸŉШ9őċŔƖƓĲƖƚŸŰƚ 
 

Chairperson Board of Trustees ï Earl McLearen 

 

Trustees 

Phillip T. Contella 

Rene Sanchez 

 

Chairperson Baseball ï Jesse Martinez/Owen Thornhill 

 

Chairperson Finance Committee ï Wendell Denney 

 

 

Members 

Eliu Rojas 

Terry Contella 

Owen Thornhill 

Rene Sanchez 
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9őċƓƣĲƖШΟШтШ§ŰĲрòĲċƖШÂŸƚƣШcŔƚƣŸƖǃ 

 

~ċǃШΝΠЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШfŰƚƣċũũċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШ§ǭŔĦĲƖƚШ
9ĲƖĲůŸŰǃ 
 

District 22nd Vice Commander Jim McGuire, serving as Installing Officer, administers the oath for newly 

elected members, asking them to formally pledge to "faithfully and impartially perform the duties of the office" 

and support The American Legion's goals and principles. 

 

 

9ŸůůċŰĬĲƖЮsŔůЮ~Ħ]ƨŔƖĲЮŔŰƚƣċũũƚЮƣőĲЮΥΣΥΨцΥΣΥΩЮÂŸƚƣЮΧάΣЮ§ǭŔĦĲƖƚ 
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sƨŰĲШΞΜЯШΞΜΞΡаШxŸĦċũШÉƣƨĬĲŰƣШ]ƖċĬƨċƣĲƚШŉƖŸůШÑĲǂċƚШ7ŸǃƚШÉƣċƣĲ 
   

 

 

 

 

 

EƻċŰШ~ċƣőŔĲƨШìŔũƣǍШтШÉőċĬŸƽШ9ƖĲĲťШcŔŊőШÉĦőŸŸũ 

 ŔĦťШÉĲŔŊũĲШтШEŰĲƖŊǃШfŰƚƣŔƣƨƣĲШcŔŊőШÉĦőŸŸũШ 

]ċƻŔŰШ9ŔƓƖŔċŰŸШ]ŸůĲǍШтШÉőċĬŸƽШ9ƖĲĲťШcŔŊőШÉĦőŸŸũ 

 

AUSTIN, Tex. ï The American Legion, Department of Texas, announced today that the three individuals named 

above have successfully graduated from the American Legion Texas Boys State program. American Legion Post 

490 was privileged to sponsor these young men. 

Begun in 1935, Boys State is a unique program that educates future leaders about government, civics, and 

patriotism in a ñlearn by doingò environment. Each delegate has just finished his junior year of high school and 

was hand-picked by teachers, counselors, and local American Legion posts throughout Texas to attend this one-

week seminar. 

During the week, the delegates were evenly split into fictional parties of the Nationalist and Federalists. Each 

party drafted party platforms, elected party officials, nominated candidates via primary elections, and contested a 

general election against the rival party and its candidates. The delegates ran for many kinds of offices including 

state, district, county, and city offices. Those elected to the House of Representatives and Senate spent the week 

drafting, debating, and passing bills on a wide range of social and economic issues. 

This year the delegates heard from dozens of distinguished guest speakers, including Texas Railroad 

Commissioner Christi Craddick, retired U.S. Navy Vice Admiral Joe Maguire, retired U.S. Army Major General 

Tony Cucolo, and several members of the Texas House of Representatives and Texas Senate speaking on topics 

of leadership and public service. 

On Wednesday, June 11, Texas Boys State enjoyed a parade from the University of Texas at Austin campus to the 

Texas State Capitol, where they toured the building and dropped in on their hometown representativesô offices. 

For more information on American Legion Texas Boys State, visit www.TexasBoysState.com. 

 



ΝΟ 
 

sƨũǃШΝΠЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШxĲŊŔŸŰŰċŔƖĲШcŸŰŸƖĲĬШċƚШÅĲĦƖƨŔƣĲƖШŸŉШƣőĲШòĲċƖ 
?ċƻŔĬШìŔƣƨĦťŔШÉĲƣƚШ ĲƽШÉƣċŰĬċƖĬШŉŸƖШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШÅĲĦƖƨŔƣůĲŰƣ 
In a heartfelt display of dedication to community and country, David Witucki of South Houston Post 490 has 

been named the 2025 American Legion Recruiter of the Year for the Department of Texas. This prestigious 

recognition was presented at the Department of Texas American Legion Annual Convention on July 12, 2026. 

This was his nineth consecutive recruiter of the year award. 

Wituckiôs efforts have set a remarkable benchmark: in 2025 alone, he recruited an astounding 162 new members 

to the organization. His outstanding work was formally acknowledged by the Department of Texas Commander 

and the National Commanderðunderscoring the far-reaching impact of his service. 

ШШ ШШШШШШШШШШШШ  

?ċƻŔĬЮìŔƣƨĦťŔЮĬŔƚƓũċǃŔŰŊЮőŔƚЮƣőƖĲĲЮċƽċƖĬƚ 

 



ΝΠ 
 

?ŔƚƣŔŰŊƨŔƚőĲĬШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШŔŰШƣőĲШ]ŸũĬШ7ƖŔŊċĬĲ 
Legionnaires who bring in 50 or more members in a year are inducted into the elite Gold Brigade, a mark of 

extraordinary achievement. Witucki has achieved this honor an impressive nine consecutive times. He earned the 

title of Master Recruiterða distinction he wears proudly on his Legion cap. 

 

?ċƻŔĬЮìŔƣƨĦťŔЮ~ċƚƣĲƖЮÅĲĦƖƨŔƣĲƖЮ9ŸũŸƖƚ 

In 2018, David achieved a remarkable milestone by being honored with the National Recruiter of the Year 

award, following his unprecedented recruitment of 578 new membersða feat that set a new standard in 

excellence. He replicated this extraordinary accomplishment in 2020, once again earning national distinction 

after enlisting over 200 new members, further solidifying his legacy as a transformative leader in recruitment. 

xĲċĬŔŰŊШƽŔƣőШfŰƣĲŊƖŔƣǃШċŰĬШÂċƚƚŔŸŰ 
Wituckiôs approach is rooted in confidence, knowledge, and a genuine sense of service. He is always prepared to 

guide potential members, addressing questions and dispelling any misinformation, while exemplifying 

professionalism and patriotism. Above all, he never fails to thank veterans for their service, embodying the core 

values of ñVeterans Strengthening America.ò 

ÉƣƖĲŰŊƣőШŔŰШ ƨůĤĲƖƚШ7ĲŰĲǯƣƚШƣőĲШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃ 
Wituckiôs tireless recruiting has tangible results for South Houston Post 490 and the broader veteran community. 

Every new member strengthens the Legionôs ability to advocate for veteransô healthcare, support troops, and 

promote educational opportunities for children.  

South Houston takes great pride in David Wituckiôs accomplishments, which serve as a shining example of the 

positive impact one personôs service can have on the lives of many. 



ΝΡ 
 

sƨũǃШΝΠЯШΞΜΞΡаШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШòĲċƖĤŸŸťШ ƽċƖĬĲĬШÑőŔƖĬШÂũċĦĲШċƣШ?ĲƓċƖƣůĲŰƣШ9ŸŰƻĲŰƣŔŸŰ 

 

ΦƖĬЮÂũċĦĲЮ9ĲƖƣŔǯĦċƣĲЮŸŉЮÂċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŸŰ 

 



ΝΣ 
 

ƨŊƨƚƣШΝΡЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШ[ċĦĲĤŸŸťШÂċŊĲ 
 

 

 

We are thrilled to announce the launch of the official South Houston American Legion Post 490 Facebook 

pageða dynamic online home where Legionnaires, veterans, and supporters can come together as a true family. 

Here, youôll find the latest news, uplifting stories, and details about upcoming events that celebrate service, 

camaraderie, and community spirit. Join us and be part of something truly meaningful! 

We owe special thanks to Richard Hughes, whose dedication and vision brought this Facebook page to life. 

Richardôs creativity, hard work, and commitment to strengthening connections within Post 490 have paved the 

way for a vibrant, welcoming digital community. His contributions will be felt by every member who finds 

inspiration and fellowship hereðthank you, Richard, for making this dream a reality! 

To continue Richardôs legacy of excellence, Casey Coyne and Earl McLearen have been entrusted as Post 490ôs 

Facebook Managers. They will ensure that our online community remains a warm, respectful, and engaging 

space for all. 



ΝΤ 
 

ƨŊƨƚƣШΝΦЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШ ŰŰŸƨŰĦĲƚШ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓШŔŰШƣőĲШÉŸƨƣőШ
7ĲũƣрEũũŔŰŊƣŸŰШ9őċůĤĲƖШŸŉШ9ŸůůĲƖĦĲ 

 

xŔƚċЮcŸũĤƖŸŸťеЮ9ċƚĲǃЮ9ŸǃŰĲеЮ?ċƻŔĬЮìŔƣƨĦťŔеЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃеЮÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍеЮ ŔĦőŸũċƚЮcƨŊőĲƚеЮ?ċƻŔĬЮ7ŸƖŔċĦťеЮ§ƽĲŰЮÑőŸƖŰőŔũũеЮEċƖũЮ~ĦxĲċƖĲŰ 

 

South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce Director Lisa Holbrook hosts ribbon cutting ceremony for its 

newest member 

South Houston American Legion Post 490 extends its gratitude to the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of 

Commerce for welcoming the post as its newest member. 

The collaboration between the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce and the American Legion presents 

an excellent opportunity to make meaningful contributions to our communities. Through support for Post 490, 

the Chamber of Commerce will not only further the tradition of service but also enhance goodwill and strengthen 

its brand reputation among both residents and veterans. As partners, the Chamberôs presence will be highlighted 

in our weekly publications, reaching over one-thousand Legionnaires and their familiesðeach representing 

stories of commitment and resilience. 

The Four Pillars of the American LegionðVeterans Affairs & Rehabilitation, National Security, Americanism, 

and Children & Youthðclosely align with the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerceôs dedication to 

advancing business and community advocacy. 

Together, we are poised to turn challenges into opportunities and continue improving the lives of veterans and 

the broader community. The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerceôs engagement will create a lasting 

positive impact and demonstrate our shared commitment to excellence and service. 

Post 490 expresses sincere appreciation for the opportunity to become part of this esteemed organization. 

 



ΝΥ 
 

ƨŊƨƚƣШΞΜЯШΞΜΞΡаШcŸŰŸƖŔŰŊШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲаШÑőĲШÂƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШŸŉШċШ7ƨƖŔċũШ[ũċŊШƣŸШÂƖŔƻċƣĲШsŸőŰШ
~ċƖƣŔŰĲǍќƚШ[ċůŔũǃ 

 

[ŔŊƨƖĲЮΤìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃеЮ§ƽĲŰЮÑőŸƖŰőŔũũеЮÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍеЮÑĲƖƖǃЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċеЮsŸőŰЮ~ċƖƣŔŰĲǍЮ[ċůŔũǃЮ~ĲůĤĲƖƚеЮEũŔƨЮÅŸŢċƚеЮsĲƚƚĲЮ~ċƖƣŔŰĲǍ 

The American Legion, as a recognized Veterans Service Organization, collaborates with the Department of Veterans Affairs 

to facilitate access to benefits for veterans and their families, including burial flags. After verifying Pvt. John Martinezôs 

eligibility, Post 490 was able to provide a burial flag directly to his family. 

ñPrivate John Anthony Martinez II enlisted in the United States Army in July of 2016. He attended Basic Combat Training 

and Advance Individual Training at Fort Benning, GA, and was awarded the Primary Military Occupational Specialty 

(MOS) of 19D (Cavalry Scout) éò 

 

EũŔƨЮÅŸŢċƚЮĦŸŰĬƨĦƣƚЮƣőĲЮƓƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰ 

A ceremony took place at the 136th Expeditionary Signal Battalion area at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base, during 

which officers from South Houston American Legion Post 490 presented a flag to the parents of Private John Martinez. 

Legionnaire Eliu Rojas conducted the presentation and delivered the corresponding address. The event was attended by an 

official representing the Department of Veterans Affairs. 



ΝΦ 
 

ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΝЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШxċĤŸƖШ?ċǃШÂċƖƣǃ 
Post 490ôs Labor Day Party functioned as both a community celebration and a practical membership-

strengthening event, bringing together families, supporters, and Legion affiliates in a highly visible local 

gathering. Hosted by Cheers Pub in Friendswood, the event combined hospitality, entertainment, and member 

engagement in a way that reinforced fellowship while supporting fundraising and renewals. 

ШШШШШШ  

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮsĲƚƚĲЮ~ċƖƣŔŰĲǍЮёĦĲŰƣĲƖђЮƽŔƣőЮxĲŊŔŸŰŰċŔƖĲƚеЮ ƨǂŔũŔċƖǃЮċŰĬЮŉƖŔĲŰĬƚЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ?ċƻŔĬЮìŔƣƨĦťŔЮƖĲĦƖƨŔƣŔŰŊфƖĲŰĲƽŔŰŊЮůĲůĤĲƖƚ 

 

ƨǂŔũŔċƖǃЮůĲůĤĲƖƚжЮÉőĲƖŔЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċЮċŰĬЮÉŔŸůċƖċЮÉċŰĦőĲǍ 

This was not just any end-of-summer bashðit was a vibrant gathering where neighbors became friends, families 

laughed together, and the spirit of community shone. The American Legion honored the hard work and 

dedication of Legionnaires, Auxiliary, Son of American Legion, and the Riders, making this party a meaningful 

way to mark Labor Day.  



ΞΜ 
 

      

9őŔũĬƖĲŰЮċƣЮÂũċǃЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ[ċůŔũǃЮ~ĲůĤĲƖƚЮċŰĬЮ[ƖŔĲŰĬƚ 

Labor Day was marked by a meaningful celebration of our community's spirit and resilience. Post 490ôs event 

featured activities suitable for children, effective fundraising initiatives, and recognition gifts for lifetime 

members and those who renewed their memberships through 2026. 

        

ЮЮЮЮЮЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃЮċŰĬЮĦŸůƓċŰǃЮƚĲũũŔŰŊЮƣŔĦťĲƣƚЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ9ċƖƣĲƖЮ]ƖĲƚƚĲƣЮĬƖċƽŔŰŊЮƽŔƣőЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮċŰĬЮsĲƚƚĲЮŸĤƚĲƖƻŔŰŊ 

       

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ9őŔũĬƖĲŰЮċƣЮƓũċǃЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ[ċůŔũǃЮ~ĲůĤĲƖƚЮċŰĬЮ[ƖŔĲŰĬƚ 



ΞΝ 
 

We would like to extend our sincere appreciation to our DJ, AROD, for his contributions. 

 

xĲŊŔŸŰŰċŔƖĲƚЮÅĲŰĲЮ~ƨŰŸǍЮċŰĬЮƖŰŸũĬЮÅŸĬƖŔŊƨĲǍЮё?sђ 

We also wish to extend our heartfelt gratitude to Cheers Pub, whose extraordinary graciousness made this 

celebration possible. Their warm hospitality and generous support elevated the entire event, providing not just 

excellent food but an atmosphere of genuine welcome and camaraderie. 

 

9őĲĲƖƚЮÂƨĤЮƓċƣŔŸЮŔŰЮ[ƖŔĲŰĬƚƽŸŸĬЮÑǂ 

Overall, the event demonstrated Post 490ôs ability to convert a holiday gathering into tangible organizational 

value through visibility, volunteer coordination, fundraising activity, and stronger community ties. 



ΞΞ 
 

ШШШШШШШШШ  

9őŔũĬƖĲŰЮċƣЮƓũċǃЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮEċƖũЮ~ĦxĲċƖĲŰЮċŰĬЮ9ċƚĲǃЮ9ŸǃŰĲ 

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ 

ШШШШШШШШ  

[ċůŔũǃЮ~ĲůĤĲƖƚЮċŰĬЮ[ƖŔĲŰĬƚ 

 

 



ΞΟ 
 

ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΝΥЯШΞΜΞΡаШÖŰŔƣĲĬШŔŰШ[ũċƻŸƖШċŰĬШ[ĲũũŸƽƚőŔƓаШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШċƣШ
ƣőĲШ ŔŊőƣШŸŉШ9ƨŔƚŔŰĲШ 
 

The South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerceôs annual Night of Cuisine gave Post 490 a strong 

visibility opportunity in a high-traffic civic setting at the Lone Star Flight Museum. The spotlight table 

positioned the Post alongside local businesses and community leaders, supporting outreach, 

relationship-building, and broader recognition of its veteran-service mission. 

        

ЮЮÅŸĤŔŰЮxŸƣƣеЮéŔĲЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃеЮÉőĲƖŔЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċЮċŰĬЮÉŔŸůċƖċЮÉċŰĦőĲǍЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ ŔĦťЮcƨŊőĲƚеЮÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍеЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃЮċŰĬЮ9ċƚĲǃЮ9ŸǃŰĲЮċƣЮƚƓŸƣũŔŊőƣЮ
ƣċĤũĲ 

Twenty-eight distinguished restaurants showcased their signature dishes, inviting guests to savor an 

array of flavors and experiences. The event buzzed with excitement as attendees mingled, sampled 

exceptional foods and beverages, and shared in the spirit of fellowship. Door prizes added a spark of 

joy throughout the gathering, while every moment contributed toward a greater causeðproceeds from 

the event will fund scholarships for graduating seniors, helping nurture future leaders. 

   

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮxŸŰĲЮÉƣċƖЮ~ƨƚĲƨůЮĲǂőŔĤŔƣƚ     Υ]ƨĲƚƣƚЮƚċůƓũŔŰŊЮŉŸŸĬƚЮċŰĬЮůŔŰŊũŔŰŊ 

 



ΞΠ 
 

   

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮéŔĲƣŰċůЮéĲƣĲƖċŰЮĲŰŢŸǃŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮĲƻĲŰŔŰŊЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ]ƨĲƚƣƚЮŰĲƣƽŸƖťŔŰŊЮċŰĬЮůŔŰŊũŔŰŊ 

       For American Legion Post 490ðincluding Legionnaires, Riders, SAL, and Auxiliaryðthis evening 

was more than just outreach; it was an opportunity to inspire, connect, and demonstrate the vital role 

we play in uplifting our community. Through meaningful conversations and new partnerships with local 

businesses, Post 490 can continue to grow, thrive, and extend its positive impact. 

 

ÅĲŰĲЮċŰĬЮÉŔŸůċƖċЮÉċŰĦőĲǍеЮÉőĲƖŔЮċŰĬЮÑĲƖƖǃЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċеЮéŔĲЮċŰĬЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃеЮÅŸĤŔŰŊЮxŸƣƣеЮ9ċƚĲǃЮ9ŸǃŰĲеЮEċƖũЮ~ĦxĲċƖĲŰеЮ ŔĦőŸũċƚЮcƨŊőĲƚ 

We are deeply grateful to the South Belt-Ellington Chamber of Commerce and all their sponsors for 

their steadfast support. Let this event remind us that together, we can accomplish extraordinary 

thingsðand as we look ahead, may Post 490 be motivated to embrace each new opportunity to serve, 

engage, and lead with unwavering dedication. 



ΞΡ 
 

ÉĲƓƣĲůĤĲƖШΞΜЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣĲƚШŔŰШ
ÑĲǂŔċŰШ ċƻǃШ?ċǃШEƻĲŰƣ 
The Texas Navy Associationôs event at Pier 21 in Galveston gave Post 490 a meaningful platform to participate 

in a historic civic commemoration while increasing its visibility among veterans, families, and regional partners. 

The event connected heritage, public engagement, and organizational presence in a way that aligned well with 

the Postôs broader community strategy. 

    

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÖÉЮ ċƻǃЮìċƖƚőŔƓЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÖÉЮ ċƻǃЮÂƖĲƚĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰЮŸŉЮ9ŸũŸƖƚ 

Admiral Scott, President of the Texas Navy Association, extended a heartfelt invitationðthrough Eliu Rojas of 

the Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund and Post 490ðto veterans across our community. Thanks to Eliu 

Rojas, the invitation reached South Houston American Legion Post 490, encouraging their active participation in 

this historic commemoration.  

      

ůĲƖŔĦċŰЮxĲŊŔŸŰЮÂŸƚƣЮΧάΣЮĦŸũŸƖƚЮŸŰЮĬŔƚƓũċǃЮĬƨƖŔŰŊЮƓċƖċĬĲЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ ŔĦőŸũċƚЮcƨŊőĲƚЮċŰĬЮ[ċůŔũǃ 

The program was a stirring celebration: a solemn wreath-laying ceremony at the First Navy of Texas Monument, 

an exhilarating boat parade, a powerful military flyover, and a wealth of maritime exhibits that educated and 

inspired all in attendance. The spirit of camaraderie filled the air as Legionnaires, Auxiliary members, Sons of 

the American Legion, Riders, and their families came together, enjoying the festivities as the ship, the Observer, 



ΞΣ 
 

sailed proudly across Galveston Bay. Our Post 490 was honored to showcase both the Department of Texas 

American Legion 22nd District and Post 490 flags for all to seeða true testament to our pride and unity.  

 

ÂċƖċĬĲЮÉƓĲĦƣċƣŸƖƚ 

     

ÂċƖċĬĲЮÂċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚ 

 

ÂċƖċĬĲЮÂċƖƣŔĦŔƓċŰƣƚ 



ΞΤ 
 

We extend our deepest gratitude to the Shipôs Captain, his exceptional crew, and Loadmaster Don Nicolson for 

their outstanding hospitality. Their generous provision of delicious food and beverages made everyone feel 

welcome and valued. 

 

EũŔƨЮÅŸŢċƚеЮxŸċĬůċƚƣĲƖЮ?ŸŰЮ ŔĦŸũƚŸŰеЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃЮċŰĬЮĦƖĲƽůĲůĤĲƖ 

  

ÑĲƖƖǃЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċеЮEũŔƨЮÅŸŢċƚЮċŰĬЮÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍ 

The eventôs value extended beyond attendance: it reinforced partnerships, showcased Post 490ôs public-facing 

presence, and demonstrated how ceremonial participation can strengthen both reputation and member 

engagement. 

ШШШШ  

ÑǃũĲƖЮÑƖċőċŰеЮ9ċƖƣĲƖЮ]ƖĲƚƚĲƣеЮÅĲŰĲеЮfũċŰċЮċŰĬЮÉŔŸůċƖċЮÉċŰĦőĲǍЮċŰĬЮÉƣĲƓőċŰŔĲЮcŸũũŔƚЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮxĲŊŔŸŰŰċŔƖĲƚеЮ ƨǂŔũŔċƖǃЮċŰĬЮŉċůŔũǃ 



ΞΥ 
 

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΝΠЯШΞΜΞΡаШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШuŔŰĬŰĲƚƚаШÉŸƨƣőШcŸƨƚƣŸŰШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШ
ċŰĬШÂċƖƣŰĲƖƚШÖƓũŔŉƣШxŸĦċũШ[ċůŔũŔĲƚ 
Pamela Cavazo, a Soldiers and Family Readiness Center specialist (SFRS) at Ellington Field Joint Reserve Base 

exemplified the true spirit of service by coordinating a donation of much-needed school supplies to David 

Witucki, First Vice Commander of South Houston American Legion Post 490.  

This act was far more than the provision of resourcesðit was a powerful symbol of two organizations bound by 

a steadfast commitment to supporting and uplifting others. By embracing a shared mission, SFRS and the 

American Legion not only offer outreach but also weave a fabric of mutual support that extends across service 

members, their families, and the entire community. 

ШШШШ ШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШШ  

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÉ[ÅÉЮ7ƖŸĦőƨƖĲЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮéŔĲЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃеЮÉċƖċőѩƚЮcŸƨƚĲЮ?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖЮċŰĬЮÉőĲƖŔЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċ 

 

The ripple effects of their generosity reached even further as Auxiliary Unit 490 distributed these supplies 

during their annual school supply drive, amplifying their impact on local families. Auxiliary Unit 490 partnered 

with Sarahôs House - a place of hope and healing for those rebuilding their lives. Each contribution is a step 

toward resilience. 

Together, SFRS, the American Legion, Auxiliary, and Sarahôs House form a compassionate network, 

illustrating how collective kindness strengthens communities and inspires hope for all. 

 



ΞΦ 
 

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΝΡЯШΞΜΞΡаШĦƣƚШŸŉШ9ŸůƓċƚƚŔŸŰаШÑőĲШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜќƚШEŰĬƨƖŔŰŊШ
9ŸůůŔƣůĲŰƣШƣŸШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲ 
The South Houston American Legion Post stands as a true example of what it means to serve and support one 

another, especially in times of hardship. When a fellow Legionnaireða disabled Vietnam Combat Veteranð

tragically lost his home to a fire; Post 490ôs unwavering dedication was evident as his Marine flag - which 

remained flying - symbolizing strength and resilience through adversity. 

The Post connected him with the Department Service Officer and other helpful agencies, ensuring he had access 

to crucial resources. Going even further, Post 490 Terry Contella (Judge Advocate) and Earl McClearen (Board 

of Trustees Chair) purchased and delivered a much-needed appliance to his temporary home. This thoughtful 

gesture brought comfort and hope during a challenging time, and the veteran was deeply grateful for the support 

his fellow Legionnaires provided. 

Stories like these highlight the incredible impact that joining the American Legion can haveðnot only for 

veterans in need, but for the entire community. By coming together, we can offer practical assistance, 

compassion, and the reassurance that no one is ever alone. If you know a veteran that is seeking a meaningful 

way to give back and make a real difference, tell him or her to join the Legion. Their commitment could change 

someoneôs life and strengthen our communityôs spirit of service and solidarity. 

 

éĲƣĲƖċŰѩƚЮőŸůĲЮĲŰŊƨũŉĲĬЮŔŰЮǰċůĲƚ 
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§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΝΣЯШΞΜΞΡаШÉƓƖĲċĬŔŰŊШcŸũŔĬċǃШ9őĲĲƖаШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШxĲŊŔŸŰШΠΦΜШÉƨƓƓŸƖƣƚШÉĲŰŔŸƖƚ 
In a heartwarming gesture of generosity, the South Houston American Legion Post 490 stepped up to make the 

holiday season brighter by donating funds so that seniors at the Friendswood Senior Center can enjoy festive 

Christmas dinners together at Lubyôs. Their kindness not only nourished bodies but also lifted spirits, 

showcasing the power of community and compassion in action. 

 
ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ[ƖŔĲŰĬƚƽŸŸĬЮÉĲŰŔŸƖЮ9ĲŰƣĲƖЮ?ŔƖĲĦƣŸƖЮċŰĬЮÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍ 

 



ΟΝ 
 

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΝΥрΝΦЯШΞΜΞΡаШ9ŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЯШÂċƣƖŔŸƣŔƚůЯШċŰĬШ ƻŔċƣŔŸŰШÑċťĲШ[ũŔŊőƣШċƣШ ůĲƖŔĦċŰШ
xĲŊŔŸŰШÂŸƚƣШΠΦΜШ ŔƖƚőŸƽШéŔĲƽŔŰŊШEƻĲŰƣ 

      

ЮЮЮЮ9ċƚĲǃЮ9ŸǃŰĲеЮ§ƽĲŰЮÑőŸƖŰőŔũũЮċŰĬЮ ŔĦťЮcƨŊőĲƚЮƓŸƚƣŔŰŊЮƣőĲЮĦŸũŸƖƚЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮŔƖĦƖċŉƣЮǰǃŔŰŊЮċĤŸƻĲЮƣőĲЮůŔũŔƣċƖǃЮǰċŊƚ 

 

The American Legion Post 490 Airshow Viewing event, held over the weekend of October 18th and 19th, proved 

to be an unforgettable celebration of community spirit and patriotism. While attendees may have missed the U.S. 

military aircraft, the event soared to new heights thanks to the dedication of the American Legion Post 490 

Familyðincluding the Auxiliary, SAL, Riders, and Legionnairesðwho transformed the venue into a prime 

viewing spot filled with delicious food and fantastic music. 

Guests were enthralled by a packed schedule, highlighted by the breathtaking maneuvers of vintage historic 

aircraft and the exhilarating TORA! TORA! TORA! Reenactment. The energy and excitement were palpable, 

creating an atmosphere that brought everyone together and celebrated aviation history in style. 

   

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÑŸƖċйЮÑŸƖċйЮÅĲĲŰċĦƣůĲŰƣ  ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ      ЮéŔĲƽĲƖЮŸĤƚĲƖƻŔŰŊЮċŔƖĦƖċŉƣ 



ΟΞ 
 

On Sunday, the Post 490 Family extended a special welcome to fifty veterans from the Michael E. DeBakey VA 

Medical Center, offering them an experience filled with delicious meals, uplifting music, and a deeply patriotic 

atmosphere. Smiles, laughter, and heartfelt moments were shared, making memories that will be cherished for 

years to come. 

   

ÑőĲЮ~ŔũũĲƖЮxŔƣĲЮ7ƨŰĦőЮÑĲċůЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÂċƖťŔŰŊЮxŸƣЮéŸũƨŰƣĲĲƖƚ 

This annual tradition could not shine without the remarkable contributions of so many individuals. Special 

recognition goes to Casey and Amber Coyne for their tireless leadership and vision. 

To the Miller Lite Bunch Team for donating their time and effort to provide outstanding meals, including a 

complimentary breakfast for volunteers. DJ Rod kept spirits high and toes tapping with his fantastic music 

selection. 

       

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÑőĲЮ~ŔũũĲƖЮxŔƣĲЮ7ƨŰĦőЮÑĲċůЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ?sЮċŰĬЮxĲŊŔŸŰŰċŔƖĲЮ ƖŰŸũĬЮÅŸĬƖŔŊƨĲǍ 



ΟΟ 
 

Above all, the commitment of every volunteer truly inspired, reminding us of the power of coming together for 

a greater cause. 

       

ЮůĤĲƖЮ9ŸǃŰĲеЮÉŔŸůċƖċЮÉċŰĦőĲǍЮċŰĬЮ?ŔċŰċЮ ŊƨŔũċƖЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ~ċŰƨĲũЮёÉŊƣдЮÉĦŸŸĤǃђЮEƚĦŸĤĲĬŸЮċŰĬЮxŸƖĲƣƣċЮ7ċũĤŸċ 

    

As the weekend ended, the sense of camaraderie and celebration lingered, leaving everyone already looking 

forward to next yearôs airshow. With memories made, friendships strengthened, and hearts full, anticipation is 

building for an even greater event ahead. Mark, your calendar - next year promises to be even more spectacular! 

ШШШШ  

9ċƚĲǃЮ9ŸǃŰĲЮċƣЮƣőĲЮ~ĲůĤĲƖƚőŔƓЮ?ƖŔƻĲЮÑċĤũĲЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮìĲŰĬĲũũЮ?ĲŰŰĲǃЮċŰĬЮ?ċƻŔĬЮìŔƣƨĦťŔЮƚĲũũŔŰŊЮƣŔĦťĲƣƚ 



ΟΠ 
 

§ĦƣŸĤĲƖШΞΟЯШΞΜΞΡаШ7ŸċƖĬШŸŉШÑƖƨƚƣĲĲƚШƚĲũĲĦƣĲĬШE] ШċƚШƣőĲШ]ĲŰĲƖċũШ9ŸŰƣƖċĦƣŸƖШŉŸƖШƣőĲШ
7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊШ9ŸŰƚƣƖƨĦƣŔŸŰ 

 

ƖĦőŔƣĲĦƣƨƖċũЮ?ĲƚŔŊŰЮŸŉЮ[ƨƣƨƖĲЮ7ƨŔũĬŔŰŊ 

The Board of Trustees had carefully selected EGA Construction Services, a respected veteran-owned firm, as 

General Contractor. We had signed a pre-construction contract for a smooth process. 

 

 

ÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍеЮEċƖũЮ~ĦxĲċƖĲŰеЮÑĲƖƖǃЮ9ŸŰƣĲũũċЮċŰĬЮ]ĲŰĲƖċũЮ9ŸŰƣƖċĦƣŸƖ 



ΟΡ 
 

 ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΤрΥЯШΞΜΞΡаШÑőĲШΝΡƣőШ ŰŰƨċũШÉċũƨƣĲШŉŸƖШÉĲƖƻŔĦĲШѼШ[ŔƖƚƣШÅĲƚƓŸŰĬĲƖƚШ
ыÉÑÉѼ[ÅьШΞΜΞΡШ9ĲũĲĤƖċƣŔŸŰ 
SSG Eliu Rojas (Ret), President of the Texas Chapter for Children of Fallen Soldiers Relief Fund, representing 

founder Becky Campbell, welcomed the entire American Legion Post 490 Family to a dinner generously 

provided by Elks Lodge #2322 in Kemah, Texas. The Friday evening event set the tone for a broader weekend of 

recognition and fellowship for veterans and their families. 

Afterwards, veterans and their families were treated to a heartfelt Veterans Breakfast and Boardwalk Adventure 

on November 8th, once again courtesy of the Elks Lodge #2322. 

     

ЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮÉŔŸůċƖċЮċŰĬЮÅĲŰĲЮÉċŰĦőĲǍЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮEƚƣĲũũċЮċŰĬЮ§ƽĲŰЮÑőŸƖŰőŔũũ 

On November 9th, the celebration featured a delightful brunch aboard Landryôs Fantasia, a beautiful yacht 

offering a relaxing and reflective atmosphere to honor those who serve. 

 

EƚƣĲũũċЮÑőŸƖŰőŔũũеЮÅŸĤŔŰЮxŸƣƣЮċŰĬЮ?ŔċŰċЮ ŊƨŔũċƖ 



ΟΣ 
 

 ŸƻĲůĤĲƖШΥЯШΞΜΞΡаШÑőĲШǯƖƚƣШéĲƣĲƖċŰƚШ?ċǃШÂċƖƣǃШċƣШÂċƖťĲƖШìŔũũŔċůƚШ7ƖċŰĦőШxŔĤƖċƖǃ 

The American Legion Auxiliary Unit 490, Post 490 and fellow veterans were invited to this event, which 

featured an exceptionally warm, welcoming, and inspiring environment. Attendees thoroughly enjoyed 

themselves and appreciated the thoughtfully planned agenda, especially the fun educational games that brought 

everyone together and fostered an intense sense of camaraderie. 

    

ÂŸƚƣЮ9ŸůůċŰĬĲƖЮÉċŰĦőĲǍЮƚƓĲċťŔŰŊЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮéĲƣĲƖċŰƚеЮxĲŊŔŸŰŰċŔƖĲƚЮċŰĬЮ ƨǂŔũŔċƖǃЮůĲůĤĲƖƚЮƓċƖƣŔĦŔƓċƣŔŰŊЮŔŰЮċĦƣŔƻŔƣŔĲƚ 

Post 490 expresses profound thanks to Elyssa Peterson, the Adult Programming Librarian, and her dedicated 

staff for their outstanding commitment to honoring veterans. Their efforts made a significant impact, showing 

that each detail was carefully considered and executed with respect. The work they do truly matters, and 

together, Post 490 believes we can continue to inspire and uplift each other and our wider community. 

 

éĲƣĲƖċŰƚЮƚƓĲċťŔŰŊЮƣŸЮĦŸůůƨŰŔƣǃЮůĲůĤĲƖƚЮċĤŸƨƣЮőŔƚЮƚĲƖƻŔĦĲ 


















































